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Goals of Patient Care (GOPC) 

2014-2019 RPH 
 Pre-emptive Clinical care pathway 

 Life limiting co-morbidities 

 Hospital based 

 State-wide 

 GOPC: now part of every day language at 

RPH 

 Areas for improvement: Many! 

 Communication with primary care 

 



Key facts 
 
Around half of Australians will not be able to make their own end-
of-life medical decisions 
 

85% of people die after a chronic illness, not a sudden event 

National Advance Care Planning Week 

Typically Australians think about life and death as black and white, 

yet in reality there’s an extended ‘grey’ period, with more of us 

living with ongoing health issues.  

 

In fact 85% of people die after a chronic illness, not a sudden 

event.  We want to empower people to understand that they have a 

choice about their end-of-life care and the steps they can take 

today to ensure their preferences are known and respected.” 



60-70% of Australians want to die at home 







Spending one’s final days in an ICU because 

of terminal illness is for most people a kind of 

failure. You lie attached to a ventilator, your 

every organ shutting down, your mind 

teetering on delirium and  permanently 

beyond realising that you will never leave this 

borrowed, fluorescent place. 
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Work in progress 

 Join the dots! 

 My Health Record 

 National/state wide databases 

 GP Liaison 


