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Accessing voluntary assisted dying in Western Australia

What is the Western Australian  
Voluntary Assisted Dying Statewide 
Pharmacy Service?
Summary

This information sheet is for people who want to know more about the Western Australian Voluntary 
Assisted Dying Statewide Pharmacy Service (SWPS). 

Key points include:

*	 Voluntary assisted dying is the legal process that enables a patient to access medication that will 
cause their death. This medication is called the voluntary assisted dying substance.

*	 SWPS has been established to make sure that the voluntary assisted dying substance is provided in a 
safe, equitable, and patient-centred manner.

*	 The service is staffed by qualified pharmacists who are experienced health practitioners.

*	 SWPS is based in Perth and is accessible to all Western Australians who access the voluntary assisted 
dying process.

What is the role of SWPS?

Voluntary assisted dying is the legal process that enables a patient to access medication that will cause their 
death. This medication is called the voluntary assisted dying substance. SWPS has been established to make 
sure that the voluntary assisted dying substance is provided in a safe, equitable and patient-centred manner.

The service is staffed by qualified pharmacists who are experienced health professionals. The pharmacists at 
SWPS can:

*	 liaise with medical practitioners (doctors) and nurse practitioners who are supporting someone 
through the voluntary assisted dying process

*	 supply the voluntary assisted dying substance

*	 provide information, education and support to a medical practitioner, nurse practitioner, or person 
accessing voluntary assisted dying

*	 liaise with Authorised Disposers regarding disposal of any unused or remaining voluntary assisted 
dying substance. 

Where is SWPS?

SWPS is located at a tertiary hospital and is managed by the North Metropolitan Health Service. While 
SWPS is based in the Perth metropolitan area, the service is a statewide service. This means that it is 
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available to all Western Australians who are in the process of accessing voluntary assisted dying, no matter 
where they live. If required, SWPS will be able to visit a patient or Administering Practitioner anywhere in 
WA to provide the voluntary assisted dying substance and required education about the substance.

How can I contact SWPS?

SWPS can be contacted by email and phone during standard work hours (8:30 am – 5:00 pm).

Email:	 StatewidePharmacy@health.wa.gov.au  

Phone: 	 (08) 6383 3088 

Glossary of terms

Refer to Accessing voluntary assisted dying in Western Australia – Glossary of terms for explanations of key 
terms used within this information sheet.
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Copyright to this material is vested in the State of Western Australia unless otherwise indicated. Apart from any 
fair dealing for the purposes of private study, research, criticism or review, as permitted under the provisions of the 
Copyright Act 1968, no part may be reproduced or re-used for any purposes whatsoever without written permission 
of the State of Western Australia.

This document can be made available 
in alternative formats on request for  
a person with disability.

The information presented in this information sheet is provided in good faith by the Department of Health to assist 
the community and health practitioners understand the framework for voluntary assisted dying in Western Australia. 
While every reasonable effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of the information contained in this information 
sheet, no guarantee is given that the information is free from error or omission.

It is the responsibility of the user to make their own enquiries and decisions about relevance, accuracy, currency and 
applicability of information in this circumstance. The information in this information sheet is not intended to be, nor 
should it be, relied upon as a substitute for legal, clinical or other professional advice.

Neither the State of Western Australia nor its officers, employees, agents, agencies, instrumentalities, contractors, 
successors, assigns and others acting under its control shall be responsible for any loss or damage howsoever 
caused, and whether or not due to negligence, arising from the use or reliance on any information provided in this 
information sheet.
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